Spiral Jetty (3), 1970. Digital archival print.

B1OGRAPHY

Gianfranco Gorgoni was born in Rome, Italy in 1941. After moving to New York in
1968, Gorgoni photographed for the Italian magazine L’Espresso. He soon met the art
dealer Leo Castelli who introduced him to many artists working in New York. His first
book, The New Avant-Garde, brought him into the American desert to photograph mas-
sive works of Land Art. The book was published in 1972 in conjunction with his first
exhibition in New York at Leo Castelli Gallery.

In 1970, he accompanied artist Robert Smithson to document the construction of Spiral
Jetty, one of the most important earthworks. In 2010, Gorgoni returned to Spiral Jetty
on the Great Salt Lake in Utah with Jim Kempner to document the work again, pub-
lishing a new 10 photograph color portfolio. Gorgoni’s career as an internationalist
photojournalist was launched after joining the Contact Agency in 1976. He traveled
and worked for Times, Life, Newsweek and New York Times. Gorgoni’s book Beyond
the Canvas, published in 1987, presents a collection of more than 250 portraits of
international artists from the 1970s and 1980s. His photographs of art and artists have
appeared in Artforum, Art in America, and in many European art publications. Gorgoni
lives and works in New York, NY.
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Georgia O’Keefe (Abogioi, New Mexico), 1974. Digital print.
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